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Climate change – the issues



It is getting warmer and wetter…



The sea is rising

Havsnivåhöjning (cm) i Sverige, 1886-2014



Källa:  www.lansstyrelsen.se/vastmanland

Forest fire in Västmanland, 

31 July – 11 August 2014

• 14000 hectares on fire

• One person died

• 1000 people evacuated

• Value of forest estimated at hundreds of millions

• Total cost of rescue operation and damages at least 

SEK one billion

http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/IOTD/view.php?id=3714


Landslide at the west coast, 2014



Heavy rain in Jämtland, 2006
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Flooding outside of Jönköping, 2013



Skanör, januari 2007



Kalmar

Västerås

Färjestaden

Västervik



Climate change affects all of society…

 Agriculture, forestry and animal husbandry

 Transport and physical infrastructure

 Tourism and cultural heritage

 Housing, building and planning

 Energy production and consumption

 Natural environment and ecosystems

 Healthcare

 Water and sanitation

 Communications

11



Who works with Climate change adaptation in 

Sweden?

NATIONALLY no government authority has overall 

responsibility. Around 30 authorities have sector 

responsibilities. 

REGIONALLY the County Administrative Boards have the 

overarching responsibility. 

Environmental protection, social care, communications, animal 

protection, agriculture, reindeer herding, planning, regional 

development, cultural heritage, the built environment, civil 

defence, emergency handling, rescue services.

LOCALLY the council has legal responsibility for controls and 

permits, for example under the Planning and Building Act. 

Water and sanitary systems, energy and waste, hospitals and 

schools. Emergency planning and rescue services. 

AND ALSO trade associations, insurance companies, 

government, industry and an increasing interest from the 

general public. 



• Started at SMHI in 2012 after a government initiative

• Runs the Climate change adaptation portal, 

www.klimatanpassning.se

• Provides tools and support for decision makers

• Arranges seminars and lectures

• Collects and presents examples of adaptation work

• Central point for adaptation work in Sweden

• Links authorities, businesses, research providers and 

organisations that make adaptation happen

• Collects, develops and shares research, information and 

good examples to facilitate sound decision making

The Swedish National Knowledge Centre 

for Climate Change Adaptation

http://www.klimatanpassning.se/


The network for adaptation- working

together towards a common goal

 18 national authorities

 SMHI takes care of the administration

 Two physical meetings per year – rotating host

 Runs the Portal for Climate Change Adaptation 





Tools for adaptation planning

The Climate adaptation portal contains a collection of tools for different stages of the adaptation 

process:

• Tools arranged by sector

• Guidance on how to work with adaptation (planning, analysis, carrying out activities, follow-

up). How adaptation can be integrated into the work of councils

• Guidance for home owners

• Motivation for adaptation – why do it? Cost/benefit analyses

• Examples of adaptation (mainly councils)

• Climate scenarios

• Data bases (mapping of geological vulnerability, coastal erosion, registers of disasters etc…)





Foto: Ullmax

Thank you!


