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Decisions have been made. It is time for action.

2015 was a year of big decisions. The UN General
Assembly decided on 17 Sustainable Development
Goals that will guide our work for people and planet
for many years to come.
During the Climate meeting in Paris, 195 countries
reached an agreement to cut emissions and shift the
world economy away from fossil fuels to cleaner alternatives.
In Addis Ababa, governments discussed the critical
issue of Financing for Development, a prerequisite for
any of the global goals to be implemented.
In both the Agenda 2030 as well as the climate agreement, water is central. In addition to Goal 6, which
specifically relates to water and sanitation, most of the
other global goals rely on water for their accomplish-

ment. Without sufficient, clean and well-managed water resources, goals on poverty, hunger, health, energy
and environment, to name a few, will not be reached.
The same is true for the climate deal; if water is not
brought into the equation, mitigation and adaptation
efforts will be fruitless. Water is a connector between
sectors, as well as a catalyst for change.
And this is where SIWI comes in. By influencing decision-makers, advising governments and other stakeholders, and raising capacity in water management at
all levels, we hope to contribute to a truly sustainable,
water wise world. By connecting policy to practice and
the global to the local, and providing arenas where all
stakeholders can meet to discuss and agree on concrete
action, we will make sure it happens.
In this annual report, we offer snapshots of our work.
If you want more information about any specific project or issue, please browse our websites or contact us.
Details can be found at the end of the document.
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This is SIWI
Water is the world’s most precious resource. It is the
fundamental requirement for life, and for development. It is as true for Sweden as it is for countries in the
Horn of Africa, or the Sahel.
As global populations and economies grow, pressure on
freshwater resources will increase, faster and with harsher consequences. The irregular weather patterns and
droughts in some of the world’s fastest growing and
important economies, such as China, Brazil and the
American state of California, provide a taste of what is
to come.
Ways to share and better manage our common freshwater resource, and ensure that it is shared and allocated sustainably, equitably and efficiently therefore need
to be developed.

SIWI is an organization of problem-solvers, knowledge-generators, facilitators, trainers and advocates. Our
projects range from improving water situations in local
contexts to translating water knowledge into policy-making in global intergovernmental processes.
By bridging science, policy and practice, SIWI provides and promotes water wise solutions for sustainable
development.
We work with issues of governance, transboundary
waters, economics, climate, food and energy – all areas
that are critical to resolving global water challenges –
and are guided by integrity, gender equality, poverty
reduction, environment and sustainability, and human
rights and democracy.
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Staff and finances
Staff growth and direction | In 2015, SIWI increased
its number of full-time staff to 73 - nearly half (44%)
of which are internationals, joining from 24 countries. Organizational improvement focused on project
management, including the use of outcome mapping
for reporting.
A new graphic profile was also introduced for the SIWI
family that has grown over the years to include Stockholm Junior Water Prize, Stockholm Industry Water
Award, Swedish Water House and several partner
programmes.

Income 2015

Revenues | SIWI revenues reached MSEK 102 in
2015 (up by 12%). Despite a healthy turnover growth,
SIWI’s ambition to pursue a growth model to reach
break-even were curbed indefinitely due to cuts in
Swedish development aid. An ambitious cost-cutting
and consolidation programme was launched in December.
The number and size of projects continue to increase,
putting greater demand on efficiency and compliance, in turn leading to organizational improvement. A
graphical breakdown of income categories and cost
allocation, per department, is available below.
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SIWI’s vision is that of a water wise world. In order to realize that
vision, we...
...generate knowledge about and solutions to the world’s water challenges
...link actors across communities and regions to catalyze sustainable solutions
...influence public and private actors to integrate water in policy and practise
...build capacityfor water wise actions
...award and promote excellence that inspires and contributes to a water wise world
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We generate knowledge		

Leading research on the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam’s (GERD) potential impacts for
the Nile Basin from a legal, political and scientific perspective, focusing on large-scale agriculture,
energy investments and the changing hydro-political landscapes.

Food waste is water waste. SIWI is a pioneer in
highlighting the water and other implications
from food policies, and especially losses and
waste. A recent Policy brief tells more: Nine
billion consumers and the water crises.

Contributed to developing the OECD Recommendation on Water Governance, adopted
in June 2015, as an international standard for
democratic governance of water.

Contributed to the OECD Report Water Resources Allocation Sharing Risks and Opportunities,
which gives an overview of how allocation works
in a range of countries and how the performance
of allocation arrangements can be improved to
adjust to changing conditions.
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A selection of SIWI’s recent publications
The SIWI Sofa was added to the World Water
Week programme. Journalist-style interviews
helped to provide context and accuracy to the
globe’s water challenges, offering online participants a front seat to over 25 interviews on the
big issues with leading water opinion leaders and
decision-makers.

‘Going Vegan’ won the Best Water Ideas campaign with 58% of nearly 3000 votes cast from
around the globe. The campaign drew attention
to the importance of great water ideas for societal development. Over 150 water ideas were
submitted.

Browse our publications on SIWI.org/publications

Nigeria, Philippines, Côte D’Ivoire, Nepal,
India. The recipients of the World Water Week
Journalist Grant came from across the globe,
driven by their shared passion for reporting on
water and development issues.
The grant brings promising journalists to the
Week to build their capacity, enable knowledge
sharing, and strengthen their networks.

We
link
actors
						
World Water Week

Through Capacity Development for Water
Integrity, SIWI helped partners in the Middle
East and North Africa to bring integrity up for
public discussion through local media.
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Contributed to a regional master plan for the
sustainable management of shared resources in
the Jordan Valley. The culmination of efforts
to improve understanding among decision
makers of the benefits of transboundary water
management and planning. Conceptualized
and successfully presented to key stakeholders and investors a new financing model for
regional infrastructure investment.

Through thematic cluster groups, SIWI
brought together Swedish private and public
stakeholders addressing specific water-related topics such as pharmaceuticals, food, and
forests, to share knowledge, raise awareness
and stimulate innovative action for smart water
management.
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www.worldwaterweek.org
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The most important annual event on water. In 2015,
World Water Week attracted one president (the Marshall Islands) and two prime ministers (Sweden and
Jordan). This stepping stone for international collaboration and global initiatives, is where the water agenda
is born and ideas are turned into collaborative action. It
is a must-attend event for over 3,000 high-level decision-makers and practitioners from over 130 countries.

We
influence
						

globalgoals.org

Helped to secure the Sustainable Development Goal
(SDG) on Water by advocating decision-makers on
the importance of a stand-alone goal in collaboration
with UN Water and other partners.

Together with partners, initiated the High
Level Panel on Water, a global undertaking
aimed at mobilizing support for implementing
the water-related Sustainable Development
Goals.

Key messages from World Water Week were
presented to the UN General Assembly by the
Swedish, French and Peruvian governments
in the run-up to COP21. SIWI knowledge
formed the foundation of the global campaign
#ClimateIsWater.

Through policy support and staff training
on Accountability in the WASH sector, helped
UNICEF to address upstream water governance issues. To support this process, two publications were produced in 2015; Accountability
in WASH: Explaining the Concept and Reference Guide for Programming.

Instrumental in elevating water - otherwise absent in the climate agreement – up the climate
agenda. Co-chairing the Alliance for Global
Water Adapation (AGWA) and leading its policy group. Influenced climate negotiators, the
Swedish government and other policy makers,
and moderated the water session of the official
Resilience Day during COP21.

We
build
capacity
						
SIWI, as international witness, helped the
National Water and Sewerage Administration
(ANDA) in El Salvador to sign Integrity Pacts
with bidders for water and sewerage rehabilitation projects being instrumental to ANDA’s
transformation towards transparency and
integrity.
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In Tajikistan the GoAL WaSH programme
supported the improvement of management
models and tariff policies, specifically for rural
areas. The programme trained 12 water supply
organizations on a new tariff setting methodology as well as developing full-cost recovery
tariff schemes to be endorsed by the national
regulator of tariff issues.

Spearheaded increased water efficiency in textile production in India, Bangladesh, Turkey,
China and Ethiopia through the Swedish Textile Water Initiative which started as a Swedish
Water House Cluster Group in 2010.

Media training conducted in Afghanistan and
Pakistan gave regional journalists the knowledge and tools to more accurately and comprehensively report on complex water management and water cooperation issues in their
countries

Supported mainstreaming of water diplomacy in the European Union by developing and
delivering training in water diplomacy to EU
diplomats and ministries.
Diplomacy: high-level dialogue between nation-states, high-level political and military
leaders, individuals and private groups, peace
talks, sharing of ideas that inform the official
process, and empowerment of individuals and
communities to participate in the negotiation
process.
Water diplomacy: these groups negotiating
agreements on the allocation and management
of shared waters.

In Bosnia-Herzegovina, new tariff-setting
methodology built in respect for the Human
Right to Water and Sanitation, especially the
principles of equity and equality, to enable the
local community to assure water under equal
conditions for its entire population.

In Botswana, one of the most arid countries
in Africa, SIWI contributed to a successful
re-structuring of the country’s water sector by
building needed capacity in Botswana’s Department of Water Affairs. Over 300 staff were
trained over a two-year period.

We award and promote
excellence
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2015 Stockholm Water Prize Laureate
Rajendra Singh
Celebrating its 25th year, the world’s most prestigious
water prize helps shine a light on the change-makers of
the water world and inspire action towards a world that
is water wise. The 2015 Stockholm Water Prize Laureate, Rajendra Singh, a champion for low-tech high-impact water structures and community empowerment
reports a huge surge in media interest, invitations to
national and global policy gatherings, and requests for
advice, visits and training from across the world as a
result of being awarded the Prize.
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www.siwi.org/prizes/stockholmwaterprize

Stockholm Water Prize Founders:
Bacardi | Borealis & Borouge | Europeiska ERV | Fujitsu | HP | Kemira | Poul Due Jensen Foundation | Ragn-Sells | Scandinavian Airlines (SAS) |
Snecma/Safran | Water Environment Federation | Xylem | Ålandsbanken

Attracting over 100,000 applicants from over 30 countries since 1996, the Stockholm Junior Water Prize helps
launch the next generation of water social entrepreneurs.
Perry Alagappan of the USA was awarded the Prize in
2015 for inventing a filter through which toxic heavy
metals from electronic waste can be removed from water.

Businesses from a wide range of industries, united in
their pursuit to advance sustainability have through the
Stockholm Industry Water Award stimulated and inspired
advances towards a water wise world. The 2015 SIWA
winner, Denver-based CH2M, has transformed the practice, perception and very concept of wastewater by showing that just because water has been used, it doesn’t have
to be wasted.

www.siwi.org/prizes/stockholmjuniorwaterprize
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2015 Stockhom Industry Water Award
Winner
CH2M
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2015 Stockholm Junior Water Prize
Winner
Perry Alagappan

www.worldwaterweek.org

Hosted by SIWI

Join the water conversation
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